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ZY E1¥: Hope for gains without

pains.

FfEFE: A farmer was one day work-
fr ing in the fields when he saw a rabbit
, bump into a tree stump accidentally and
: break its neck. He took the rabbit home
- and cooked himself a delicious meal. That
' night he thought, “I needn't work so hard.
: All I have to do is waiting for a rabbit each
. day by the stump.” So from then on he
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gave up farming, and simply
sat by the stump waiting for
rabbits to come and run into
it. This idiom satirises those
who just wait for a stroke of
luck, rather than making ef-
forts to obtain what they
need.
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In our daily dealings, we should look proper and sol-
emn; In carrying out our duties, we should take it seri-

ously and properly; and when interacting with people,
we should be loyal and trustworthy.
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FZIEHI%E: To browbeat others by

virtue of one’s powerful
connections.

FHRFE: One day, a tiger met a fox
and wanted to eat him. “You can't eat me,

I'm the king of all the animals,” said the
clever fox. The tiger was puzzled, saying,
“all the animals call me the king of jungle.”
The fox said, "if you don't believe me, let's
walk around the forest, so you can see that
all the animals are afraid of me.” The tiger
agreed and walked behind the fox. All the
animals saw the tiger and ran away. The fox
was very happy. He said, “See? All the ani-
mals are afraid of me.” The tiger ran away.
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F8: “FrREIz, FAFELE?”

Zi yué: "xué ér shi xi zhi, bu yi yue ha?”

St L Fih: “FT, AEE—AWEEEEIE, RE
e n?

b tiEH —F (Fh) F—HKo

Is it not a pleasure, having learnt something, to try it out
at due intervals?
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R EIF: Lacking in perspective. / = % 2tkf! &4, RAEF
Ignorance is bliss. RSk, BRAKDHEK,

T fEFE: There was once a frog who - HECHUTARAEKRR! KX
made his home in a shallow well. One day - FEA, EEFEZALRK

he met a turtle from the East Sea. "I'm ex- = XK Fo " RERAA
tremely happy!" The frog told the turtle. "I © &, ¥ & &H: “HiFZL E
can leap up and down the railing of the LK, REELHGKFE, BA
well and swim in the water. The other ani- @ ARA XXM Fd)., CRARE

mals outside the well can't be as happy as1 - [H &) a9 k43 X 4k ah 35
am." Rather amused, the turtle said, "I can't - mA AT, ARAELEEH -
tell you how vast the East Sea is, for it is = 4 2= yayz 91 » |
beyond measure. However, its depth does

not change with time, nor does it change —
with the amount of rainfall. It is a great’
pleasure to be in the East Sea!”
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ZI yué: "jan zi né yu yan ér min yu xing.”
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It is desirable for a gentleman to be slow of speech but
quick in action.
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FI H1%: Subject oneself to hard-
ship of all kinds in order
to strengthen one’s res-
olution to achieve one’s

ambition.

Y 2 FE: Sleep on brushwood and
taste gall. The state of Yue was defeated

by the state of Wu and Gou lJian, king of
Yue, resolved to make revenge. He slept
on brushwood and tasted a gall bladder
every day to remind himself of the humilia-

tion. After a long period of preparation, he
finally defeated the Wu. The phrase refers
to undergoing self-imposed hardship to
strengthen resolve or to accomplish ambi-

tion.
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ey TH: “BTRAKME, BAKE,
TERIETES, A RES

zi yué: "jun zi shi wu qgiu bao, ji wu giu an, min
yu shi er shen yu yan, jiu you dao er zheng yan

/i

ILTFH: “EANEF, B2 FBALAERTI0; BiE
AN B A E, AL FRERIR, HiEeT IR EE
M. FEHABEEHOA, AdZ#EHT., 7

BiEH—F (Fm) FHm.

R g X g # 2 1F

As a gentleman, do not look for overeating when it
comes to food; do not seek comfortableness when it
comes to living; be swift in carrying out one's duties,
and speak with
discretion; be
close to men of
righteousness so
as to Improve

’?_,fﬁ&’?&'. |

oneself.
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Y Hi¥: Saplings grow by pulling
them upwards,

meaning spoiling things
with excessive enthusi-
asm.

i f2F%E: There is an impetuous Song

farmer in the fervent hope of paddy rice
growing up quickly. However, the rice was

to grow slowly, not as fast as he would like.
One day he came up with an excellent plan.
He went to the rice field and pulled every
single shoot upward. "I am soO tired now! 1
have worked so hard for a
whole day! However, the
shoots seemed grown high-
er now.” His son heard that
the shoots had grown higher
in the rice fields, so he
quickly run to the fields to
have a look. How terrible it
was! The leaves of the rice
shoots were becoming with-

ered.
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ST=. STHERAZFEIMH (iLiB) BiEt: XT “BF MA”

F8: “EFfmAR, PARGE
ﬁn )
Zi yué: "jin zi hé ér bu tong, xiao rén tong ér bu
he."

BT L 7it: “EFut ALAw, RHAKS, 5
F, WS A, TR bR A

EShap CiE ST =F (FH%) FoT =K.

% Y r i:F

A gentleman applies the Golden Mean to arrive at har-
mony without going with the flow. A non-gentleman
goes with the flow without following the Golden Mean.
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loss may turns out to

be a gain.

In

ancient times, there was an

old man lived in the frontier. One day, one
of his horses run over the border to Hu's
territory. When the folks came and com-
forted him, he said, "well, this is not neces-
sarily a bad thing." A few months later, his
lost horse led a group of Hu's horses back .
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ZI yué: “san ren xing, bi you wo shi yan; zé qi
shan zhe ér cong zhi, gi bu shan zhé ér gai zhi. ”

LT IUNA—RATS, P LRAAT AR E
Mo i 5RARAMORELE T, 3HFHARE, JoR b
CAWTE, BETHAE; WRIEA, HEAAG &, 7

EHEE (M) HoT K.

R a X a
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When walking in the company of others, I am bound to
be able to learn from them. I will select their good quali-
ties and follow them, and pay attention to their bad
qualities and avoid them.
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ZIi Xlang mao dun

EEEE: F: KF: F: B,

CERIE N : e B Sl EMEF AT B 3K
AR o
R EIF: Self-contradictory.

FIHRFE: Once upon a time, there was

a businessman from Chu country selling
home-made spears and shields. He raised
shields and boasted: "The shields I am sell-
ing are the strongest in the world. Regard-
less how sharp opponent's spear is, it will
not have a thorn!" Then, he held up the
spears and boasted again: "The spears I
made are the sharpest. Regardless how
solid the opponent's shield is, my spear will

punch through!”
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Someone in the crowd of
onlookers asked:" If you try
to use your spears to make a
thorn to your shield, what
will happen?" The business-

man could not answer at all.
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The commander of an army can be removed, but the "

ambition of a real man cannot be taken away. ‘
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: , . CRREW) ¢ CRRRMK,
wang yang bu lao kAR TERINE, KA
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EIEEFE: T—: £4%; ®: X408y
B. 2% 7TF, st o RUBEE: RENK, X8
£ R  AATAEFHRE, AR
At R EEH: RERA
PEMIEN: e T 28, ANEE:  maszs RE¥ERL
AbEC, TTIARGIEE G R - F, HREBBLRR! 7
%  EINTAAAR. EFR
- FHREARE. EAAE, B
 ERARREAR%, EEIME
CRTE K, MRt &R
o ‘ | | - B EFMERE, ARRA
fiﬁgﬁ ’:;1 t-hf Warlzlndg ;tatze; peno.d,  RAEREA, FRAHL
there was a Minister calle N uang In - : SR
the Chu country. One day he said togthe ﬁ% E’ w5
king of Chu: "You enjoy your life of luxury CRUTIRE, ARLRTA R
every day, regardless of state affairs while = AHK, RERR; F3847
Chu is at great risk!" The king was spiteful = 7 # 4 + B , & &£ R |
to Xin Zhang so he had to hide away. Five @ iz, ...... " AleREME L.
months later, Qin country sent troops to
invade Chu as he predicted and the king
was forced into exile. He then realised Xin
Zhuang had been right and hurriedly sent
people to look for Xin Zhuang and asked
for his advice. Sincerely Xin Zhuang said: "I
have heard that it is not too late to think of
hunting dogs when you see rabbits, and if
a sheep escapes from the sheep pen, it is
not too late to fix the pen. ... " He then
presented his solution to the king.

FKI EHI%E: Take precautions after
suffering a loss (is never
too late).
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Zi yué: “rén ér wu xin, bu zhi qi ké ye.

LFik: “—AAdRRF RS, Aot Jo ik Hodo
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If a person is not trustworthy, then no one knows how
this person can carry himself out in the world.
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KN EHIF: Having a well-thought-
out plan, stratagem, etc.

H N ERE Wentong was a scholar in the

Song Dynasty. He was greatly admired for
his bamboo drawing. People who saw his
paintings always wondered why he was so
good at drawing bamboos. Actually, Wen
Tong loved bamboos so much that he had
grown various bamboos around his house.
He spent a lot of time to observe bamboos
in different seasons and weather condi-

tions.
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The observation made the
Images of the bamboos
deeply imprinted in his mind,
so he could draw bamboos
with confidence. When peo-
ple spoke highly of his paint-
Ings, he always said modestly
that he had just put the im-
ages of the bamboo imprint-
ed in his mind on the paper.
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Vast wealth and high office are what people yearn for;
however, if they are not obtained in a proper way, gen-
tlemen will not take it.
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FI HI1F: Skill comes from prac-
tice. /Practice makes

perfection.

Eéj:ﬁ?ﬁ A skilled archer drew a big

crowd while he was practicing. The on-
lookers cheered, but an old oil peddler only
nodded his head indifferently. This hurt his
pride of the archer. "What do you think of
my skill?" "Just OK, but nothing special
" "What can you do, then?" The old man
put a bottle on the ground and covered its
mouth with a coin. He then scooped out a

ladle of oil from his big jar, held it high and
began to fill the bottle. Now, a thread of oil
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came down from the ladle
into the bottle just through
the hole of the coin. Every-
body watched with amaze-
ment. But the old man said,
"This is nothing special, I can
do this because I have prac-
ticed it a lot.”
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z8ng Zi yué “wu ri san xing wd shén: wei rén
mou ér bu zhdng hi? yi péng you jiao ér bu xin
h{? chuan ba xi ha?”
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Every day I examine myself on three accounts. In what I
have undertaken on another’s behalf, have I failed to do
my best? In my dealing with friends have I failed to be

trustworthy? Have [ failed to practice repeatedly what
my teacher has
taught me?
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FZIX HI%F: Plugging one's ears
while Stealing a Bell.

F Y f2FE: Once upon a time, there was
a man who wanted to steal his neighbour’s
doorbell. However, he knew clearly that the
bell would ring and catch the attention of
other people if he touched the bell. He
thought hard and suddenly hit a clever
idea. He plugged his ears with something,
thinking that everything would go well
when he stole the bell. Unfortunately to
his disappointment, the bell still rang
loudly and he was caught on the

spot as a thief.
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Zl yué: “jian xian si gi yan, jian bu xian ér nei

ZI Xing ye.
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When you meet someone better than yourself, turn you
thoughts to becoming his equal. When you meet some-
one not as good as you are, look within and examine

your own self.
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ZY EI1¥: An iron pestle can be
ground down to a needle.

T HEFE: The great poet LI Bal was

naughty and disliked study when he was a
child. One day he saw an old woman grind-
ing an iron rod on a big stone. Li Bai asked
curiously, "what are you doing, gran-
ny?" "Grinding the iron rod to make a sew-
ing needle," was the answer. "What?!" little
Li Bai was puzzled, "you want to grind so
big a rod into a needle? It will take many
years." " As long as I persevere in doing so,
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there is nothing I cannot
achieve. I can certainly make
a sewing needle from this
rod." Deeply moved by what
the old woman said, Li Bai
made effort to study since
then and finally became one
of the greatest poets in
ancient China.
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ZI yué: "xué ér bu st zé wang, si ér bu xué
ze dal.”
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wiESH —F (AK) FTEK.
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Learning without reasoning leads to confusion; thinking
without learning leads to jeopardy.
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